Camp de Benneville Pines
Celebrating 59 years servirEUU Campers of all ages

Camp s Silver and
Diamond Anniversary:

Celebrating 25 and 60 Years!

Presented by The Board of Directors

Year 2020 opens a new decade
full of hope, opportunities for
change and celebration. At Camp
we have a lot to be hopeful about,
new opportunities evolving, and
a strategic plan that will carry us
forward for the next 20 years. And,
we are excited to announce two

Non-pro t
Organization
U.S. Postage

PAID
San Bernadino, CA
Permit No. 2051

41750 Jenks Lake Road West

Angelus Oaks, CA 92305
Change Service Requested

Camp de Beneville Pines

very special reasons to celebrate!

is year marks the 25"
anniversary of Janet James serving
as camps fearless operations
manager and Executive Director
and we mean fearless. It takes a lot
of determination to wear both hats
for such a long period of time. It
is rare when an organization can
sustain its camp for 60 years, and
even more rare that a manager
would live and work in a remote
location for 25 years. e year
Janet signed on to lead the charge
she did so even though there were
a host of challenges. Camp had
serious  nancial problems and
a deteriorating infrastructure.
Literally, the camps then 34-year-
old infrastructure was crumbling
faster than it could be repaired. e
State had condemned the sewer
plant, the water system required
temporary repairs weekly, and the
swimming pool heater blew up on
Janets rst day on the job! Only
someone with erce determination
would have taken thisonand put the
heart and soul needed into turning
it around. On Janets seventh day
on the job, (July 7", 1995), her
husband, Bob, su ered a massive
heart attack in camp, at midnight.
It took over three hours to get
help, and then a month in Loma
Linda intensive care before he
was stable enough for a quadruple
bypass. It all seems so surreal
now those constant emergency
situations, facility and equipment
malfunctions and vendor strikes.
With no money in reserves, Janet
put up her own credit card to pay
for food and propane deliveries.
Clearly this was a time in camps
history that she would not like to
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revisit.

2021 will mark Camps 60"
Anniversary year, and this too is a
great reason to celebrate. Camp is
not only surviving, it is thriving!
Janet has recently admitted that
had she not grown along with the
business of camp, and had she not
been integral to developing the
camper base, she is not sure how she
could just jump in and manage such
a busy schedule. Over the last 60
years, tens of thousands of campers
have traveled up Highway 38 to
share this sacred space with family
and friends, both g
old and new. Many
have  contributed
towards making the |
steady changes to
the camp a reality.
Improvements
such as building
Craigs Cabin,
remodeling Homet
Lodge, building the
Ed Law Pavilion, !
paving the camp [
road, replacing the
entire water line
systemand erecting S
a new  water |
tank. All of these
changes are geared
toward making de
Benneville  Pines
safer and capable of
serving thousands
of campers a year.

is Connection
marks the Kkick-
o of our 25/60
celebration and
our our Silver and
Diamond  Jubilee.

is newsletter is lled with love
letters, remembrances and snippets
of history to help us all feel the
joy and specialness of Camp. e
lifelong e ect that camp has on
families, friendships and our world
is profound. In this issue youll
read short pieces that will make
you smile, laugh out loud, pause
to remember some of your own
special experiences, and embrace
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the UU values nurtured at Camp.
And hopefully this issue will
remind you just how much you
value de Benneville Pines as an
integral part in the lives of our
youth and families. e institution
of camp in the PSWD will thrive
for many generations to come with
the support and love of the district
membership and campers.

Janets energy and passion for
work seem limitless. She was
recently asked what improvements
to Camp would she love to see
happen as part of her 25" year
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Daisy and Janet at Summer Camp

celebration. As you might imagine,
each project addresses a speci ¢
need at camp for which we currently
lack funding. What better way to
honor and acknowledge Janets 25
years of service then to help make
one or all of these projects a reality?
Read more about these projects on
page 18 and consider donating to
de Bennevilles legacy.
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Camp de Benneville Pines

Calendar of Events 2020
January July (continued)
12/27 - 1/1  Senior High Winter Youth Camp 12-18 UU Junior High Summer Youth Camp
2-5 Camp available for lease: (909) 794-2928 See ad on Page 9
10-12 Camp available for lease: (909) 794-2928 19-25 UU Senior High Summer Youth Camp
16 - 20 SCA See ad on Page 9
24 - 26 Cub Scouts Pack 5 7/26 - 8/1  UU Family Summer Camp
1/31-2/2  Camp available for lease: (909) 794-2928 See ad on Page 11
February Agggst .- o
. . . . . - urning the Tide, Social Justice Camp
7-9 Riverside Pioneer Princesses (Craigs Cabin) See ad on Page 17
Remainder of Camp available for lease: (909) 794-2928 8-12 summer Break Camp for Adult
: : p for Adults
15 -17 UU Elementary/Family Winter Camp
. . See ad on Page 13
17-19 LREDA (Craigs Cabin) . 8-12 Choir Camp: Singing in the Pines
21 -23 Long House of the Orange Skies/OCLC See ad on Page 13
2/28 - 3/1  Neighborhood / Long Beach UU Family Retreat 14 - 19 Summer Arts Program for Adults: Art Groove!
March See ad on Page 15
6-8 Folk Music Retreat (Craigs and Cabin 6) 21 -23 Camp TransSpectrum for Adults
Remainder of Camp available for lease: (909) 794-2928 See ad on Page 17
13-15 Girl Scouts of Marina Service Unit 28 - 30 Neighborhood UU Family Retreat
19 -22 High Altitude Gaming Retreat September
20 - 22 Chalice UU Womens Retreat 4-7 Young Adult Camp
27 - 29 Rainbow Family Camp #1 See ad on Page 17
See ad on Page 7 11- 13 Yoga Retreat
April See ad on Page 19
3-5 San Dieguito UU Family Retreat 14 -17 El Rancho Camp Bravo
9-12 Private Party (Craigs Cabin and Cabin 7) 18 -20 Santa Monica UU Family Retreat
Remainder of Camp available for lease: (909) 794-2928  25-27 ACA 12-Step Retreat
17 - 19 UU Mens Fellowship Spring Renewal See ad on Page 21
See ad on Page 5 October
20 -22 Spring Volunteer Work Canipi{Mon-Wed) 2-4 Channel Island Cluster/ Monte Vista UU
See ad on Page 14 Family Retreat
24 - 26 Camp Recovery 12-Step Retreat
See ad on Page 21 5-8 Homeschool Autumn Rendezvous
30 Pathways Academy See ad on Page 22
9-11 Orange Coast/ Tapestry/ Laguna UU
May ) Family Retreat
1-3 UU Womens Spring Retreat 16 - 18 LA Valley Cluster UU Family Retreat
See ad on Page 5 23-25 PineCon Retreat

8-10 Camp Transcend Family Retreat
See ad on Page 11
15-17 Rainbow Family Camp #2

See ad on Page 19
29 -11/1 Daughters of Diana Family Retreat

See ad on Page 7 November
18-21 Wildroot Homeschool Group 6-8 Music in the Mountains Folk Music Retreat
22 - 25 Bravo Camper Reunion See ad on Page 15
29 -31 San Diego/ Chalice UU Family Retreat 9-11 Fall Volunteer Work Camp (Mon -Wed) Tentative
June See ad on Page 14
5-7 Paci ¢ Unitarian Church Family Retreat 13-15 Fullerton UU/Alianza Family Retreat
10-14 Camp available for lease: (909) 794-2928 20 - 22 Camp available for lease: (909) 794-2928
14 - 20 Camp Bravo  eatre Arts Camp Week 1 26 - 29 anksgiving Family Celebration
21 - 27 Camp Bravo eatre Arts Camp Week 2 See ad on Page 22
28 -7/4 Camp Bravo eatre Arts Camp Week 3 December
See ad on Page 19 4-6 Winter Art Retreat for Adults
JU|y (Craigs and Cabin 6)
5-11 UU Elementary School Summer Youth Camp Remainder of Camp available for lease: (909) 794-2928
See ad on Page 8 11-13 Camp available for lease: (909) 794-2928
5-11 UU Counselor-in-Training Program 18 - 20 Camp available for lease: (909) 794-2928
See ad on Page 8 27-1/1 UU Senior High Winter Youth Camp

Camp is available for lease mid-week during the school year.
For information about leasing camp, contact Janet James, Executive Director, at director@uucamp.org or (909) 794-2928




Life with a Great Purpose

By Revs. Carolyn and Tom Owen-Towle, camp supporters

Fifty-one years is a long time to
have visited de Benneville Pines,
our UU camp in Angelus Oaks.
It gives one a long perspective.
We came here in late 68 with our
infant son, now 52, so we shall not
forget that time. e camp was
ruggedly wonderful.  ere was
no paved road, or hot tub. ere
were no frills of any kind; yet this
was a friendly, wholesome, sturdy
place with unbelievable possibility.
Possibility, that someone would
have to be far sighted, hard-
working and determined, to
manage it all, much less, to move
the camp forward.

ere has not been a Director
comparable to what and whom we
have in Janet James. She came to
the mountain, up the road from her
childhood home in Redlands, with
the thought of a new, probably not
overly long adventure. However,
the towering, tree- lled, beautiful
place, and the people challenged

and wooed her.
isyear, 2020, we celebrate Janet

James during her 25" anniversary,
as the truly outstanding Executive
Director of this camp that she is.
Janet is the person who, with her
sequential boards, both created
a vision and did the necessary,
di cultwork to make it evolve into
the star among continent-wide
Unitarian Universalist camps.

Janets ego has never dwarfed
the mission of our Camp. She has
been a consummate leader-servant,
working collaboratively with sta |,
board members, as well as camp
attendees, and yes, camp animals.
If Janet James were to receive an
honorary doctorate for her years
of service as Director, it might well
be titled, Doctorate of Durability,
for she has exhibited true staying
power and resilience throughout
personal and  organizational
challenges.

Heroic is what she has been

and continues to be. Every camper
knows that tall, beautiful, smiling
Janet will appear to greet, welcome,
warmly direct and bring us together
with anticipation. At the same time
no one realizes the incredibly long
hours she works behind the scenes
making sure that every detail runs
smoothly. Using her
life to great purpose,
Janet ministers,
organizes, raises
funds, hires, guides,
serves, manages
and creates a place |
people want to be a |

part of. .
We shall honor
Janet, by  our

thoughtful witness
to her history with
de Benneville Pines,
by our support,
both personal and

nancial for the
improvements
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sorely needed, and by assuring
that we want her to continue as de
Benneville s Executive Director for
as long as possible.

For all you have done for our
Camp, Janet, we thank you. And
for all the future holds, we bless

you.

Revs. Carolyn and Tom Owen-Towle at
2019 Summer Break Camp for Adults

SAVE THE DATE: CAMPIS SILVER AND DIAMOND JUBILEE, SATURDAY, APRIL 24, 2021

Open Arms and a Loving Heart

By Ben Troccoli, lifelong camper and counselor

Ben Troccoli

I was excited when 1 was
asked to write a piece for the
Connection 1ve written for this
paper a couple of times over the
years, but not for something as
special as Janets 25th anniversary!
Over the 11 years lve been
attending camps at de Benneville
Pines, starting with congregational
retreats and then moving on to
family and youth camps, they have

. often been the highlight
of my year. Most of the
| fondest memories of my
childhood take place at
de Benneville Pines.

One of the highlights
of the long, winding
trip up Highway 38
was getting to see
Janet James. As a child
I looked up to her as
one of my greatest role
models, and now that |
am a camp counselor for
s youth camps, | always
1 make sure my campers
“_| know not only who she

is and how important

her job is, I tell them that

if theres anything at all that they
need, they can turn to her.

Camp has been home for me in
many ways for more than a decade
now, as lve grown up through
the stages of being a camper, and
then taking on counselor and sta
positions. Im old enough now
where kids | remember as toddlers
at my home congregation in Santa
Monica are old enough to be

campers in my very own cabin at
Elementary Camp.

While life down the mountain
is hectic and crazy all too often,
watching people who come to camp
for the rst time realize that up in
the forest amongst like-minded
individuals they can just unload
their worries and stresses and be
their true selves, is an incredible
moment. Janet is a huge part of that
experience,
as she
welcomes
everyone
with  open
arms and a
loving heart.

Without |
Janet camp
would not be
the magical
place  that
it is, where
everyone can
feel like they
have found
a place to
call their

own. | ve met people at camp and
made my own chosen family . |
am so incredibly lucky that she is
a member of that chosen family.
Janet, congratulations on 25
wonderful years, and thank you so
much for the time, e ort, and love
you put into this incredible place!
I hope you feel all that love being
given back to you with each and
every camp you make possible.

Janet and Ben at Thanksgiving Camp
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Janet and the Redecoration Project

By Betsy Gilpin, board member, dean and artist

Janet has always been one to
see the possibilities in anything
that might come up. When Laura
Janes, an accomplished artist and
decorator, came up to camp in
August 2002 to clear her head,
Janet made her a proposition. How
about we redecorate the cabins?
Laura went for it and they put their
heads together on color schemes,
themes and the scope of work
required to take the cabins from
drab to inviting. en Laura was
0 and running. Both Janet and

Laura haunted all the thrift shops
in the area for dressers, nightstands,
etc., and Laura began to decorate
them in the winter when it was too
cold to paint walls. Janet sewed all
the curtains, by moving her sewing
machine deck to deck.

It wasnt too long before Laura
realized she had probably bitten
0 more than she could chew, so
she began to look around at some
of the campers as potential Art
Slaves. At the adult camps Laura

i |

looked in on any art workshops and
found a few potential helpers: John
Matsch, Joy Boatman, Jennifer
White, Marcia Harris, and EII@
Long. My recruitment to the group
took place when | was up at camp
volunteering to paint walls. After
a full days work, Laura invited me
to go along with her to a gure
drawing class she was teaching.
I had never done anything like
that before but was game to try. |
think 1 was so tired from the wall
painting that my brain got out of
the way of my eyes and | did some
nice drawings. | was hooked. In
fact, | took up watercolors when |
retired rather than photography as
I had planned.

e art assitants came up to
camp several times a year when
the camp was not rented out and
got to work painting the wall
decorations, installing them and,
in general, spi ng up the place.
One week | particularly remember.
Laura had invited her usual helpers
with the addition of Gwen Small

and Lucy Elahi to paint murals
for the outsides of the buildings. |
was assigned the one to go on the
outside of the PSWIRL building,
where Clouds was the theme. So,
I got out some white and black
paint, mixed them and painted
some clouds. When Laura came by
to inspect my work she exclaimed,
ese look like dog - - - -! After
a lesson on painting clouds, |
reworked them, fuzzing the edges
a bit and trying to make them
less de ned. (Unfortunately, they
still bear some resemblance to the
original.)
A few of us still make it up to
Camp about once a year to repair
any of the decorations and keep
things looking fresh in the cabins.
Certainly, the lovely decorations
are well respected by the campers
and very little damage has taken
place. Janets vision made Camp
ever so inviting. It is still rewarding
to hear how much campers enjoy
the artwork.

SAVE THE DATE: CAMPIS SILVER AND DIAMOND JUBILEE, SATURDAY, APRIL 24, 2021

A Place for Me

A DRE Finds the Joy of Camp

By Steven LeRoy Lovelace, DRE, Live Oaks UU Church

It had already been a lingering
summer for me as | headed into
the San Bernardino Mountains
that Saturday in August. It was a
long drive from Phoenix where my
grandkids live. I had been on the
road for six hours, the drive was hot
and long even with the AC, and |
was a little apprehensive as | took
the Live Oak exit just past Yucaipa.
Ironically, Live Oak is the name of
my UU congregation in Goleta.

As | traveled for the rst time up
this side of the mountain toward
Big Bear, | found fewer people, less
tra c, more trees, and cooler air. |
was grateful when I passed Angelus
Oaks and found Jenks Lake Road.

iS was my rst trip to de
Benneville since becoming a DRE
two and a half years ago, and
UU Adult Summer Camp (and
its companion Choir Camp) t
perfectly into my annual trip to see
the grandkids. I gured it was time

to nd out what all the fuss was about.

I pulled onto the grounds of this
UU mountain paradise and parked
my car. Even though | come across
as extroverted, new surroundings
and people sometimes make me
a little nervous. How would this
weekend go,and what would I nd?

Heres what | found: lovely folks
looking to accommodate me in
comfort and belonging. At check-
in, I was warmly welcomed, and for
over an hour | sat and conversed
while making a name tag using
colorful artists pens generously
loaned from a strangers personal
collection. I met another DRE
over co ee. | took a little hike to
get a sense of the place and ah, the
mountains.

I unpacked my car, got situated
in my assigned room, and made
my way back to the lodge. At 5:00
p.m. something magical happened.
Guitars and songbooks came out

as did bottles of wine and about 70
assorted UU adults. We sang, drank
wine, snacked on tidbits provided
by the kitchen sta , chatted and just
hung out on the patio in the beauty
of the Mother __
until  dinner [ 4
was  served. B

e good food
was varied to
accommodate
many, as well
as beautiful and
tasty from the
thought  and
love put into
the preparation.
Camp Deans
Barbara  and
Cyndy  were
amazingly
sweet, helpful,
and every other
lovely adjective
I can come up
with. ey made Camp a home for
everyone.

e next ve days were expansive
as | found out just what the fuss is
about. e morning re ections in
the outdoor sanctuary, the merging
of the Adult and Choir camps, the
food, Mother Nature, the daily

late afternoon singing and wine,
games and talks with like-minded
people, yoga every morning, daily
workshops, and a magni cent choir
concert in Sanctuary space this

e 7

Fellow Summer Break participants

is a life 1 could lead every day. It
was such a remarkable time I will
undoubtedly make this a regular
event each August. I love traditions
in my life, and de Benneville Pines
Adult Summer Camp is my new
summer tradition!
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UU Women’s Retreat

Sacred Friendship

Friday, May 1  Sunday, May 3, 2020

This years UU Women s Retreat is hosted by
§ 2 the Womenss Fellowship of the Santa Monica
Unitarian Universalist Church. The theme will
be Sacred Friendship. We are delighted to of-
fer Dr. Marie Cartier as our keynote speaker,
who will address the sacred role that friend-
ship plays in women s lives.

Dr. Marie Cartier is a scholar, visual /
performance artist, queer activist, poet and
theologian who has been active in many
movements for social change. She teaches
at UC Irvine in Film and Media Studies and at

CSU Northridge in Gender and Women s Studies. Dr. Cartier is
the author of Baby, You Are My Religion .

Come and connect! We will have workshops on music, making art,
writing, yoga, massage and more. You can be as relaxed (massage, hot
tub, meditation, reading on the deck) or as active (dancing, hiking, yoga,
crafting, attending inspiring workshops) as you want to be while ponder-
ing the sacred friendships in your life.

This retreat sells out fast! Register before 4/15/20 to take advantage of the
early bird discount.

For more information, visit www.uucamp.org
and click on 1Camps & RetreatsT.

UU Men’s Fellowship

Spring Renewals

Friday, April 17 Sunday, April 19, 2020

Carpe Diem Meaning/Purpose/Joy What is most
important for you today? Finding Meaning, acting on Pur- /. . A
pose, experiencing Joy? In open discussions and activities :
and in small supportive kinship group setting, we can be //.&
open to the issues that challenge us to the core and help
us to discover who we are as men, sons and brothers.

We welcome our sometimes-raw emotions and self-
aware laughter at our foibles. In addition, there will &8
be time for music and singing, hot tub and hiking, “
drumming and ritual, conversation and renewing
friendships, and meditation and quiet time.

\BN UNIp, An optional early
& ~ e, start on Thursday
. “ evening is available

for those who desire

to help set up.

4

For more questions or information, please view http://www.

yrstuusandiego.org/mens-fellowship or contact Mike Dory
(619) 466-5952 or email mdory@cox.net. Camp tuition is
$200; no brother will be denied for ynancial reasons. Schol-
arships are available.
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What s Your Camp Story?

by Janet James, Executive Director

Someone recently asked me,
Hey Janet, what is your camp
story? | stopped in my tracks and
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Janet having fun in the kitchen

smiled and said, | have so many,
what type of story are you wanting
to hear? We both laughed at the
fact that after 25 years of living and
breathing camp life, I have more
than enough stories to write a
book!

Twenty- veyearsisalongtimeto
live and work in a remote location,
but my enjoyment of people
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coupled with the beauty of the
mountains, makes the job of camp
manager less about work and more

about living
my passion.
And the

experiences |
have had out
. in nature
1> with campers,
sta and
e volunteers
have  been
3 remarkable.
A | get a lot
of  thanks
for my long
history at
camp. Parents
thank me for
taking care
of their children, board members
thank me for being a good steward
and caretaker of their sacred place,
and campers thank me for the
years of memories they have made
at Camp; but in truth, I dont work
alone, and it takes a team of people
to take care of and nurture the
growth of camp. From the camp
sta to the volunteers, from the
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Husband Bob, Janet and Daisy Doodle on Lodge deck summer 2019

donors to the board members, it
is one fantastical operation one
where the vision for the camp
converges with the realities of
camp. Each retreat is an amazing
production with many moving
parts. And these days, the camp
calendar is very busy year round.

All that aside, I wish
to point out a not-so-
obvious truth, and that is
that none of my time at
camp would be possible
if not for my husband
Bob. For Bobs the one
who has given up the
most in his life, and in
our marriage, in order for
me to be entirely present
and at camp for 25 years.
Without his support to
go o into the woods
to work , I would never
have come to camp in
the rst place. I ve been
married to Bob 33 years,
and for 25 of those years,
he knows he can nd me
at de Benneville!

I was young and full
of energetic ideas when
I rst landed on planet
de Benneville, and |
had a lot to learn about
the UUs, their history
with the camp, and their
devotion to maintaining
a retreat center for the
youth and families in
the district. e word
community was central
to every conversation
back then. Together we
build community on the
mountain . Our youth

nd their community up
at de Benneville. Our
camp is a collective e ort,
and building community
iS core to our mission.

From the time I was
little, 1 opted for outdoor
. experiences which
involved others: camping
across the country with
my family, backpacking
with my dad and brother
in the Sierras, hiking and
river rafting with my Girl
Scout troop. | spent my
summers o at camp as
a child, and to this day,
when | hear the singing
around the camp re,

Im instantly carried back to my
days of singing, storytelling and
marshmallow roasting around a
crackling camp re; my heart feels
happy knowing that others are
enjoying one of my favorite camp
activities. |1 know their hearts are
full of love for one another and for

Janet and Dakota

their time at camp when they sing
the traditional closing song, Circle
Game.

ere isno argument in my mind
that the best gift we can give our
childrenisthe gift of aweek at camp.
I have been witness to thousands of
young people discovering their true
potential while spending a week at
de Benneville Pines. Camp is a safe
place for them. A place where they
can be heard their secrets, hopes
and dreams shared with a group of
friends who hold one another in
trust. e camp experience helps
our youth to develop resilience and
strength of character. ey come
together only twice a year up on
our mountain top, but the journey
can be profound and most often,
life changing.

When | think of it, the magic
of de Benneville Pines is not just
reserved for our young people.
Folks of all ages nd peace and
calm within these woods. Home
is often a word that is used to
describe how many feel about
Camp de Benneville Pines
campers and camp sta alike.
And | would be remiss if | did

Whatis Your Camp Story
Continued on page 12



The Power of Youth Leadership
Development

By Liz Bear, Tapestry UU church member and camper parent

e call came the week before
anksgiving  that  students
protesting Reed Colleges nancial
ties to the private prison industry
were being unfairly threatened
with suspension and/or dismissal.
Our son Grayson explained
that hed needed to explicitly align
himself with the movement and its
consequences in order to materially
support the e orts of black and
indigenous  student  organizers
who had much more to lose from
retaliation at the hands of this
predominantly white institution.
He understood the importance
of standing up to those who silence
people of color, and despite the
fear of reprisal felt by everyone
involved he needed to do what was
right for the community at stake.
Importantly, this was an ongoing,
decentralized protest movement
that allowed for a plurality of voices,
opportunities for listening and
growth, and for shifts in tactics in
response to the wider community s
needs.

rough  conversation  and
action  regarding  curriculum
reform, student sta positions, and
economic justice, Grayson was
better able to understand the power
of the covenant and live out his UU
values.

We were so proud but
understood that this was about
more than him alone.

As an introvert, Grayson does
not t the typical pro le of an
activist. But he attended Camp de
Benneville Pines for congregational
and youth camps, later serving
on youth sta at camps and as a
counselor.

e leadership training, he
received through the Counselor-
In-Training program, helped him
to develop communication skills,
work with children of all ages, learn
how to actively listen, and how to
navigate con ict.

Camp is an ever-evolving
program, considering the needs of a
growing community and providing
youth with incredibly important
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Camp and Our Whole Lives
classes at his congregation
learning to explore his beliefs,
question assumptions, and build
community; to breathe in peace,
and breathe out love.
Camp is a place of laughter,
fun, and both
happy and sad

ﬂ !i&; == Q;— tears. Camp is

CAMP
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resources including  chaplain
services and Anti-Racism/Anti-
Oppression workshops, as well as
making space for the exploration
of gender, sexuality, and other
identities.

With the help of the camps
compassionate  adult  advisors,
Graysons many years of learning
to step a little outside his comfort
zone led to the cultivation of
interpersonal  skills and long-
lasting friendships, a curiosity for
knowledge, and an appreciation for
people who are not like him.

He is the person he is today
because of the years he spent at

a place we can
explore our UU

values, Dbetter
ourselves  as
individuals,
SRS @ e sl d - and support
““_‘F‘“‘"J'. el @ the  broader
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et oian e L e COMMUNILY.
pabses gt inmea UL 0 an
amazing,

sacred place of spiritual growth and
relationship building.

Camp provides an opportunity
to learn how to be an ally for people
on the margins of society.

Our future, as people and UUs,
is brighter because of the youth
that get to spend time at camp.

My shy son has grown into a
compassionate, caring, social justice
advocate with a passion to make
our world a better place. Now that
college is over, hes just trying to

gure out exactly how to describe
all that on a rgsumg.

Rainbow Family Camps

#2, in May.

lingering in the woods!

Twice the Fun!

Two weekends designed with LGBTQ
families and their friends in mind

Friday, March 27 Sunday, March 29, 2020
Friday, May 15 Sunday, May 17, 2020

Join us for ONE or BOTH exciting, fun- lled weekends where families
with gay, leshian, bisexual and transgender parents/quardians come to-
gether to build a better community with other LGBTQ families. Get to know
other families just like yours and build lasting connections and friendships!

Take the opportunity to enjoy dozens of family-centered activities in a
beautiful outdoor environment. Delight in your childs excitement over
meeting other children from families just like ours! The weekends offer
an atmosphere of mutual respect, kindness and support.

Shelly and Lynn Siegel are deans for Rainbow Family Camp #1 in March.
Join Crystal Czberant and Kristin Lummus, deans for Rainbow Family Camp

Activities include: crafts, hiking, movies, talent show, dance, parent so-
cials, outdoor activities, indoor games, community meals, and for those
attending the March camp, some snow activities -- if we have some snow

Rainbow Family Camp is sponsored by Camp de Benneville Pines and is

coordinated and staffed by volunteers

be given to those who share their talents or lead an activity.

For more information, visit

and click on i1Camps & RetreatsT.

and camp supporters. Discounts will

www.uucamp.org
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Counselor-in-Training
Program

Sunday, July 5  Saturday, July 11, 2020

Counselor Trainers: Mary Carter-Vail
and Melinda Merkel Iyer

Do you want to give an amazing experience to the next generation of
campers? Ready for a summer of hard work and serious responsibility,
mixed with outrageous fun and friendship? Train to be a cabin counselor
with the CIT program! Delve into a week of intensive learning as you dis-
cover the behind-the-scenes side of camp!

We Il explore leadership styles and con ict management, build skills for
working with children, practice handling emergency situations, learn how
to lead age-appropriate workshops and games and so much more.

In addition to learning how to be top-notch counselors, CIT s build con-
nections with each other and become an integral part of the UU Elementary
School Summer Camp community. Training takes place in the rst half of
the day; in the afternoon, CIT s will assist camp counselors and program
staff to gain practical experience.

Space is limited. Given de Benneville s ongoing need for counseling staff,
applicants should be willing to commit to serve the counseling program for
several years after successful completion of the program.

All applicants must be between 14 and 18 years of age. A formal CIT
application will be sent upon registration and receipt of deposit. All appli-
cations, including letters of recommendation, must be in by April 5, 2020.
Final acceptance noti cation will be made by May 1, 2020.

Cost: $475 (no discounts are available for this program)

Elementary School Camp

Camp Sacred Ground
Sunday, July 5 Saturday, July 11, 2020

Dean: Kathleen Moscato

Sacred Ground: a special place set aside for a particular purpose
we hold dear and cherish that which we spend time with, and which
nourishes us.

We cannot love what we do not know.

Camp de Benneville Pines is such a place. It is sacred to UU s for its fresh
air, clear skies, towering trees, sweet soil, wildlife, and quiet spaces to think
and dream. Young UU s discover new friends and reconnect with old in a
place where they sing joyfully, explore ambitiously, and try new things en-
thusiastically. At camp, kids connect with nature and community in ways
their busy lives don t allow for down the mountain.

Children who spend time at Camp de Benneville Pines experience the
sacred in fun and kid-friendly ways. They swim, sing, create, run, play, hike,
listen to a story, build a fort, roast marshmallows on the camp re, or just
take the time to be a friend. There is so much to unite them at camp, so
many ways to nd that which is special.

All campers are well cared for by trained counselors who are guided by
Unitarian Universalist principles and work to build a loving and inclusive
camp community. The new and rich experiences that children encounter at
Elementary School Summer Camp can be genuinely life changing. All of
this, plus lovingly prepared home cooked meals and the famous camp talent
show. Don t let your child miss this opportunity to connect with the sacred-
ness of the mountain and the experience of summer camp.

This camp is designed for campers completing 2nd through 5th grade.

“The Mountains are Calling-And | Must Go!” - John Muir
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Junior High Camp
Camp CommuUUnity 2020!
Sunday, July 12  Saturday, July 18, 2020
Dean: Kathleen Moscato

Unitarian Universalists are people of all ages, many backgrounds and beliefs.
We are brave, curious and compassionate thinkers and doers. We create spirituality
and community beyond boundaries, working for more justice and more love in
our own lives and in the wider community while living our values.

What brings us together? What keeps us together? Community! Communities
provide relationships and connections with others, support, a sense of belonging,
a place for gathering together, hope, motivation to keep pushing forward, and op-
portunities to give back to others in need.

Camp CommUUnity will focus on why we come to our beloved Camp de Ben-
neville Pines...to be in a place we can commune with nature, nd solitude, and
be welcomed into a community where we can make new friends and reconnect
with old ones. We foster a community of hope and resilience and cultivating those
characteristics in ourselves! We strive to help campers make connections at our
Junior High Summer Camp! It is our goal to create a safe, fun, creative, and in-
clusive space for all campers to unwind from their daily lives and to remember the
connections that surround them.

Campers have the opportunity to participate in swimming, canoeing, hiking,
archery, team building activities, playing games, music, arts and crafts, a variety
show, dancing, a service project and making friends for a lifetime! Campers are
invited to share their talents, hobbies, favorite board games and activities at camp.

If you have completed grades 6th  8th, get away this summer with us and
continue your UU journey at Junior High Summer Camp CommUUnity 2020!
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Senior High Camp

Camp UUnite
Sunday, July 19  Saturday, July 25, 2020

Youth Deans:
Alex Bates Lamparella & Charlotte Ulrich

Adult Dean: Rev. Matthew Funke Crary

Come to UUnite this summer under the sun and pines to discover what truly
brings UU youth together. The week will be spent diving deeper each day into what
UU principles mean, and more speci cally, why they matter, and how they are
acted upon. UU teens have learned that principles aren t simple proclamations a
minister can make, as often the experience is the tail end of congregations falling
short on commitments to these principles. Camp UUnite will offer more spiritual
expression than ever with singing, laughing, and UUniting for the greatest good
with the best group of folks imaginable.

Through these seven days, Camp will look completely different than in the
past! Your deans have experienced life as campers, staff, counselors, and just about
everything in between. In those positions, they ve seen and experienced the hurt
that is held when tradition is prioritized over the greatest good of the community.
This means shaking up the schedule and staf ng positions. The favorite activi-
ties of Jenks Lake canoeing, powerful worship, and life-changing workshops and
trainings will continue with a shift of their foundation. Programming will be jus-
tice and social activism heavy, with the goal of shifting the all too common white-
supremacist and white savior mindsets that accompany UU history. With these
dif cult conversations, the support system will consist of the UU seven principles
and learning how to extend the kindness within these principles to one another, to
cope, and to grow. There is work to be done. Will you answer the call?

This camp is designed for campers completing 9th  12th grades.

Summer Youth Camps 2020

Cost: $675 per camper
Early Bird Discount: $75 off if registered by

May 31, 2020
00 000010000 oono o fooio 00000 oo &
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A $75 per camper non-refundable deposit is
required at registration. Full balance due one
week before the start of camp.

Registration opens: March 1, 2020 at 7 am

For general information: Janet James, Executive Director,
director@uucamp.org or call (909) 435-6298

For program information: Marianne Swift-Gifford, Camping Ministries
Director, cm@uucamp.org or (909) 287-1270 and Geoff Anderla, Camping
Ministries Director, cmd@uucamp.org or (623) 252-5619

For registration information: Laura Chamberlin, Registrar,
registrar@uucamp.org or (909) 794-2928

For more information, visit www.uucamp.org

and click on iCamps & RetreatsT.
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Powered by Love

By Barbara Leigh Shields, dean of Summer Break Camp for Adults

For many years, Janet James
and | have been friends in our
hometown, Redlands. Her parents,
Jim and Ardith, were very active in
our town. ey passed this spirit
of community service onto Janet,
who was a highly successful realtor
and a prominent leader in the Girl
Scouts.

In the late 1990s, Janet invited
me to de Benneville to teach songs
at various Girl Scout camps and
occasionally provide entertainment
for UU church camps. For about
a decade, | also led songs for
PSWIRL (Paci ¢ South West
Institute of Religious Liberals) and
taught some writing workshops. For
over half of a century, these faithful
UUs annually migrated to the
mountains to reunite with kith and
kin. In 2015, on its 50t"anniversary,
PSWIRL celebrated its nal camp.

Since that camp had completed
its life cycle, Janet needed to replace
it with something di erent, and
she asked my partner, Cyndy, and
me if we had ideas.

Collaborating with Janet is

inspiring, and together we came
up with a long list of ideas. She
invited us to be deans and we

enthusiastically said yes. To
ensure that we could build the
momentum to keep the new
Summer Break Camp for Adults
rolling for another 50 years, we
committed to serving as deans for

ve years. Janet has been delightful
to work with. She exempli es the
spirit of a life committed to service
that is powered by love. Along with
thousands of others, I assuredly say
that Janet James has changed my
life for the better.

Introducing

Camp TransSpectrum

August 21 - 23, 2020

Hello, my name is Rudy Gordon
and I look forward to serving as
your Dean along with my spouse,
Pat Gordon, at our newest adult
camp, Camp TransSpectrum.

iS amazing camp came about
because there is a need
for adults who identify
along the transgender

spectrum, and for
those who love us, to
connect, share time,

enjoy one another and
rejoice together. Camp
will be a relaxing and
supportive  weekend.
We will have fun
activities, such as art,
photography, archery,
swimming, hiking, and
hot tubbing. Breakout
groups for non-binary,
TransMasculine,
TransFeminine,

Signi cant Others, and allies will
be available for those who wish
to exchange ideas and concerns.
Come make meaningful peace

connections and nd your center. |
hope to welcome you to camp.

SAVE THE DATE: CAMPIS SILVER AND DIAMOND JUBILEE, SATURDAY, APRIL 24, 2021

The Circle of Life

By Laura Fahr, lifelong camper

I ve been
going to de
Benneville
Pines since
1969 when
| attended

e | my rst
, = Family
l \ ‘ Camp. |
remember
the feeling
of freedom and independence,
running free with the other kids at
camp.

After that rst Family Camp,
I didnt attend camp again until
Elementary Camp 1975 where |
met my best friend Michelle. We
attended many camps together
throughout our middle and high
school years, became Junior
Counselors, Counselors, attended

anksgiving Camps yearly and
most in uentially, attended Senior
High Camps where we bonded
with other liberal teens in a way
we couldnt in our high schools in
Orange County.

It was with Michelle, her sister
and a couple of other camp friends
sitting in a jacuzzi in 2003 when
we decided to plan a de Benneville
Pines reunion. With the use of the
internet, we were able to nd and
reconnect with hundreds of people
who attended youth camps in the
70s and 80s, and two years later we
reunited at camp with 130 people,
some coming back for the rst time
in 20-25 years. It was during the
reunion that some of us decided
to start attending Family Camps
with our children who were then
elementary school aged.

e summer after the reunion
was the rst summer Family Camp
I attended since my rst camp
in 1969. | came back with my
children, Sarah and Stefan, and 16
friends Id met at youth camps with
their families.  irteen summers
later my camp friends and | have
had the opportunity to get to know
each others kids and watch them
grow into young adults.

Family Camp and all of the

other camps my children and I have
attended over the years have o ered
us so many things: freedom with
responsibility, learning and playing
in nature, being with a liberal like-
minded community, worshipping
amongst the trees, learning
communication and leadership
skills, falling in love, being with
family and most important, making
lifelong friendships.
Last summers camp
theme, e Circle of
Life, touched me deeply

having been a part K e

of a four generation
camp family, yes my
grandmother even §
attended camps with us
in the 70s! | can feel my &
children moving into
another phase of their
lives, my father getting
older and less likely to §
join me at camp in the
future and, hopefully,
my childrens children
participating in this

camp. De Benneville Pines has
been a second home to me and my
family. I know it has helped shape
me into the person | am, and I m
certain it has shaped my kids into
the compassionate, kind and loving
people they are. It s been one of the
greatest joys in my life to see my
children fall in love with camp and
to experience my sacred place with
them.

Laura and Stefan Fahr at Jenks Lake
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Family Summer Camp

Journeys

Sunday, July 26  Saturday, August 1, 2020
Dean: Kathryn Deal

This summer pack up the family and journey on up to the land of
towering pines, fresh air, clean water, outdoor activities, and a camp
dog waiting to greet you. Venture to de Benneville Pines for Summer
Family Camp and expand your horizons through personal and shared
adventures, soul searching, and the quest of learning something
new. First-time families and those who have made Camp their home
for many years travel together through fun, fellowship, and family in
the wondrous setting on the mountain top.

The workshops at Family Summer Camp come from the heart
as campers build a safe and welcoming space for each person to
contribute to the community. The varied and creative workshops
offered each summer make Camp a unique and distinctive experience
truly a new journey. Voyage to a place of beauty, exploration,
community, and joy while participating in art workshops, games,
improvisation, talent night, archery, swimming, camp re activities,
and a wonderful banquet dinner. Be sure your destination this

Bty N

summer is Family Summer Camp 2020. Registration Ils quickly for
this much-anticipated camp. Don t miss the boat; register early!

For more information, visit www.uucamp.org
and click on iCamps & RetreatsT.

Camp Transcend

A camp for families with
gender diverse children

Friday, May 8 Sunday, May 10, 2020
Dean: MG Hennessey

Camp Transcend is a fun- lled weekend of community building for the
families of transgender and gender expansive kids, tweens, and teens. Our
retreat provides a unique opportunity for parents and children to share their
stories with peers while developing a support network. Moderated discussion
groups take place in between traditional camp activities such as archery,
hiking, and s mores by the camp re. We also offer a sibling discussion group
to help strengthen their understanding of changing family dynamics. On
Saturday night, we host a celebration of the wide range of talent among our
campers, from stand-up comedy to singing to acrobatics, and conclude with
an all-ages dance party.

Since this year s camp occurs over Mother s Day weekend, there will be a
special Sunday brunch celebrating moms! Our amazing volunteer counsel-
ors are primarily transgender and nonbinary adults who serve as resources
and role models for our campers.

Come join us as we forge new connections and deepen old ones in a
gorgeous mountain setting. Each family will be assigned their own room
in a cabin with bunk beds. Some double beds are available. Thursday early

arrival is available for an additional $20 per person. There is no food service
until camp starts, so if you do come early, please bring picnic foods to hold
you over. If you need to stay over on Sunday night, please let the camp know
so0 that they may accommaodate you.

As a self-organizing camp, we ask each family to help with games, activi-
ties, or panels. Please email the program coordinator to discuss how you d
like to contribute: mg@mghennessey.com.

For scholarship information or to apply, email mg@mghennessey.com

For general camp questions: email registrar@uucamp.org

For more information, visit www.uucamp.org

and click on iCamps & RetreatsT.
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Born to Camp -- Despite the Monsters

By Jody James, Janet’s older sister

is article was originally of thunderous footsteps! Big, loudanetis one of those people
published in the 1995 issue ofootsteps with heavy breathing. Whdio likes camp better than
Connection. We thought it was enormous monster was about toakabst anything. She was
appropriate to reprise it in thisher entire Brownie troop alive in oaechild who, ten out of ten,
issue. Enjoy! big gulp? would choose going to camp

e night is black and melodic with Janet peers out into the darknessé¢o going to the beach, or
the chirping of crickets in the spase,the humped silhouette of a @&rieyland, or you name it.
dry grass. Occasional whistles amseing towards her. Steam pu$8He even passed up summer
from the oak branches nearby, widen its nostrils as it bellowedfun with other teenagers to
a cool breeze sweeps through the gipastly snort. lead backpacking trips into
walled wooden platform “tent” whoseShe withdraws into her sleepitig local mountains. She
oor supports 12 cots a step up o ldag, only her long, thick braidedits her parents with this
dusty ground; its roof will keep o thetraying humanly presence. 8h#usiasm, for they made
morning dew. trembles, imagining her fate wfthmily camping a regular

e giggly gossip-hour amontpllow that of the girl whose bonesashiwity throughout her life.
tentmates has come and gowey hears grinding in the monster’st’s no surprise then, that
and young Janet lies snuggledjains! we nd her happily playing
her sleeping bag on the brink oHer tentmates scream and spiimg role of camp operations
unconsciousness. Does she care thair cots to huddle in panic withanager at de Benneville
her pillow might get a bit damp witieir leader on the far side of Biaes. To commune with the

her cot on the edge of the platfquraform. pines, explore dusty mountain
No, looking up at the stars is moré&ow Janet is alone, the hot breagtils, kibitz until the wee Janet James and sister Jodv readv for campina!
important. Anyway, the heat of tléthe beast is upon her. hours of the morning, and yreacy pind:

day will dry it out. e heat of the incite near-strangers into frolicsPace beneath a Cab'n.’ and waking
t dawn each morning to the

day...yawn...thank goodness for thaBeing stalked by a maraudingf fun and adventure: these are tha .
cessant tapping of a woodpecker

wonderful big pool...yawn...and tikgifer at midnight might make moments that make the other partd’ :
on the cabin wall.

ice-cold Eskimo Pies... some nine-year-old’s think twiceof her job tolerable. You know,
Oh no, what’s that thudding soudllout ever camping again. But nofhe parts like snaking out toilets, BORN TO CAMP
approaching the tent? e soundfnetJames. xing leaky plumbing in the crawl Continued on page 18
What's Your Camp Story of the campers--chasing beardamily at Tapestry, has been by mgnore camping seasons together,

Continued from page 6 coyotes, and bad guys from campide for over six years now. Shend plenty of time to enjoy one

not acknowledge that the magid think of him as the last-great- has spoiled me. Part Poodle andnother’s friendship.
of camp would not be possible ifamp-dog. He never wanted to bgpart Retriever, she doesnt shed, From my heart to yours, | thank
it were not for a team of peoplanside because he had a job to dghe doesn't chew on my shoes awyodu for the love you bestow upon
cooking, cleaning, maintaining,outside! she doesnt stray far from my sidéhis special place; and | thank you
planning, administering and Bravo, the most beautiful dogWhat a delight to have her as myor the trust you have shown in my
facilitating programs. Both paidyou ever did see. Part Rott and padamp companion. | love followingleadership. Camper, volunteer and
and volunteer sta members comé&how, he was rescued wanderinger down the trail to the o ce and sta family, you are the reason | am
together each and every week to the desert while a pup. He oncevatching that big feather dusterere.
support the magical experience dbllowed a group of Boy Scoutdail wagging happily!
camp. Nothing would be possibldo the top of San Gorgonio peak. From its
without their devotion to their He was gone three days and wdmeautiful location,
jobs, to their volunteer positionsfed only Tang and oatmeal. Whento its sacred space;
and to the campers. ese peoplehe returned to camp ve poundsfrom the team
make up my camp family, and lighter, he vowed never to goof hard-working
take my job of being head of thédackpacking again without theemployees to the
camp-household very seriouslyroper provisions and his mom! team of dedicated
And yes, | often feel like everyone’s Dakota was nicknamed volunteers and
mom, pulled in so many directions’baby”, and | don't think he everboard members;
with no time for myself. understood that he was supposddom a busy and
And of almost equal importanceto be guarding the camp. He livecchaotic lodge to
to my enjoyment as a camp managéor belly rubs, head pats and foa peaceful walk
has been my relationship with thehis favorite cookies. He was a sillgcross camp, de
camp dogs over the years. Oh howiggly Boxer dog who spent hiBenneville Pines
I've loved doting on them, referringdays chasing lizards and sticking htsas been my home
to them as “my babies”. ey have head in gopher holes. He becamfor 25 years. It is
each given me the opportunity taan instant hit with campers whenhard to imagine
be a dog-mom, fussing over themwve produced the WaterWorksmy life in any other
to excess. My heart is full jusfundraising video. He was nevecircumstance.
thinking of each dog with whom | short on attention after he attainedAnd  with  any
have fallen in love over my tenursuper stardom on U-Tube! good measure, we
here: Mica, a fearless protector Daisy Doodle a gift from a UU shall have a few -DQHW DQG OLFD







































